WRITING LAB
COMPONENT
ENGL 100

Project
• Purpose: Students will write an argumentative
essay out-of-class with the assistance of Writing
Lab instructors to prepare students for the
argumentative writing exit exam.
• Implementation: Students will work on the essay
with the Writing Lab instructors in small-group
workshops from April 10 to April 21 (not one-onone). At the end of the two-week duration of the
project, students should submit their essays on
MyGUST to be graded by course instructors for 7%
of the course grade. Writing Lab instructors will
send students' participation grades to course
instructors for 3% of the course grade.
• Assignment requirements: The essay should be
four paragraphs (introduction, two body
paragraphs, and conclusion) with an average
length of 500-600 words. Students must write
their essay in the Google Docs document prepared
for them by Ms. Newman.

Approved Topics
• At what age should children be
allowed on social media?
• Should private schools be
banned, and all students made
to attend government schools?
• Should all college classes be
taught online?
• Should parents allow children to
have plastic surgery if they do
not have obvious defects?
• Should doctor-assisted suicide
be legal?

First Week
April 10-14

The Writing Lab instructor will cover the
following skills:
• Essay planning
• Outlining

First Week
April 10-14

Your ENGL 110 instructor will cover the
following skills:
• Sunday - Narrowing topics
1. What time period do you want to focus on?
2. What location do you want to focus on?
3. What category do you want to focus on?
4. What point of view, perspective, or issue do
you want to capture?
• Tuesday - Thesis sentences
• Thursday - Topic sentences that support the
thesis sentence

First Week
April 10-14

Let’s watch Four Steps to Narrow Your Topic

First Week
April 10-14

What were the four questions asked in the
video?
1. What time period would you like to
concentrate on?
2. What location would you like to focus on?
3. What category would you like to focus
on?
4. What point of view, perspective, or issue
do you wish to capture?

First Week
April 10-14

Based on the short video, as a class, let’s
narrow the topic of volunteer work.
Work with two other classmates to narrow
the topic of environment.
Work with two other classmates to narrow
the topic of advertising.
Now, you try it. Narrow the topic of
entertainment.

First Week
April 10-14

Based on the short video, as a class, let’s write a
thesis statements for the topic of the death
penalty.
1. The topic
2. My position on the topic
3. Evidence to support my position
Work with two other classmates to write a thesis
sentence for the topic of learning a foreign
language.
Work with two other classmates to write a thesis
sentence for the topic cyberbullying.
Now, you try it. Write a thesis sentence for the
topic you have chosen for your argumentative
essay.

First Week
April 10-14

Based on the short video, as a class, let’s write a
thesis statements for the topic of the death
penalty.
1. The topic
2. My position on the topic
3. Evidence to support my position
Work with two other classmates to write a thesis
sentence for the topic of learning a foreign
language.
Work with two other classmates to write a thesis
sentence for the topic cyberbullying.
Now, you try it. Write a thesis sentence for the
topic social media.

First Week
April 10-14

Based on the short video, as a class, let’s write
three topic sentences for the thesis America
should ban the death penalty.
Work with two other classmates to write topic
sentences for the thesis GUST should require all
studies to study a foreign language.
Work with two other classmates to write topic
sentences for the thesis social media companies

should sponsor an anti-cyberbullying campaign
targeting young teenagers.

Now, you try it. Write a thesis sentence for the
topic parents should not allow children younger
than eight to use social media.

Second Week
April 17-21
The Writing Lab
instructor will cover
the following skill:
Drafting paragraphs

Submission
• Students should submit their
papers through Turnitin on
MyGUST by April 21st.
• Instructors have the right to
refuse a student's paper if s/he
did not participate in both
Writing Lab workshops and/or
the paper is not on one of the
approved topics.

